
This week: W2 Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
God’s nature, and therefore His mission, is to bless the nations of this world. The 

ultimate blessing that anyone or any nation can experience is the blessing of being 

in close relationship with God. So because of who He is, and what He has in mind 

for us, He takes the initiative of bringing us back to Him. In order to do this, He 

enters into a close relationship with one man -  Abraham. God works out his 

mission though Abraham, his family, the nation of Israel, and ultimately to every 

nation in the world through the Holy Spirit. The three men at the beginning of this 

mission, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, (sometimes called the Patriarchs), are ordinary 

men, who, despite their messy lives, find themselves chosen by God to fulfil His 

purpose. 

Daily Readings 

1 Why me? Genesis 12 

 How did God find you?  How have you responded to Him? What detours 

have you encountered in your journey through life?  What did God teach 

you through these experiences? 

2 He feels your pain Genesis 15 

 Are there any ‘-ites’ in your life – things that seem impossible to 

overcome?  How could you respond to these things in a way that shows 

your faith in God? 

3 Strange but true Genesis 21:1 – 22:19 

 Is God testing you in some way at this time?  How do you think God wants 

to build your faith through it? 

4 Analyse that! Genesis 27, 28 

 What patterns – both healthy and otherwise – from your childhood have 

significantly shaped you today?  How could you be a more Godly influence 

in your family? 

5 True reconciliation Genesis 32, 33  

 Think of a relationship in your life that is strained or broken. What might 

God be trying to teach you through it?  In what way could you change to 

make things better? 

Next week: W3 The Story of Joseph 

 Last week:  W1 In the beginning 

Refresh (A summary of last week’s message): 

• In the beginning … God said 

• If God had said nothing … then nothing would ever have been said 

• Human beings are God’s self-portrait … if you are not living to reveal the glory of 

God by your life then you are missing the point altogether. 

• Do you ever hide from God?  Does the shame you feel make you think you 

cannot face him?  That is only you applying human values to God. 

• In the rainbow covenant God was beginning the process of binding himself to his 

creature.  Mankind has always looked for ways to cut loose the bindings and gain 

their freedom.  But fools that we are, we failed to see that these were not 

bindings to restrict mankind – rather, these were bindings to commit the eternal 

God to us. 

Freshen up   

My 10-year-old son can name any episode of The Simpsons from the title sequence 

sofa scene alone. My 9-year-old son can quote large chunks of dialogue from his 

favourite Simpsons episodes. My 8-year-old daughter can tell you a Simpson 

character beginning with each letter of the alphabet. My 3-year-old daughter can 

sing the Simpsons theme tune. And between all of us we know a frightening amount 

of trivia about the Springfield community from the tragic story of Frank Grimes, to 

the secret life of Principal Skinner, to the Simpsons extended family tree. 

All this from 20 minutes of family time after tea, five nights a week, and it begs the 

questions:  What would happen to this generation if the Bible Story was grasped as 

convincingly? What if it was the Bible’s implicit values that were being absorbed as 

regularly? What if it were God’s words that were being etched on their minds at this 

young age? Krish Kandiah – Evangelical Alliance 

Refreshed?  

Please tell us your experience of what the Bible has meant, and still means, to you: 

 admin@christchurchbelfast.org  


